
SECTION 735 MULCHING 

735.01  Description.  This work consists of furnishing, placing, and anchoring mulch over seeded areas. 

735.02  Materials.  

Small Grain Straw.   Straw for mulching shall be from oats, wheat, rye, or other approved grain crops that are 
free from noxious weeds, mold, or other objectionable material.  Straw mulch shall be in an air-dry condition 
and shall be suitable for placing with an approved mechanical blower. 

735.03  Construction Methods.  

Small Grain Straw.   Straw mulching shall be used on all slopes flatter than 1:3 (vertical to horizontal) with the 
exception of slopes or sites not accessible to tracking or crimping tools and equipment.  In these situations, 
straw-coconut fiber blankets or bonded fiber matrix shall be used. 

Small grain straw shall be uniformly and evenly applied immediately after seeding has been completed. 

An approved mechanical blower shall be used to apply the straw.  Straw mulch applied by blowers shall 
provide a loose depth of not less than 1/2 nor more than 2O (13 nor more than 50 mm).  Ninety-five percent 
of the blown and shredded straw mulch shall be 6O (150 mm) or more in length when in place. 

Straw mulch shall be applied at the rate of 4000 lb/ac (4500 kg/ha) and secured by one of the following 
methods: 

1. Crimping Method.  This method of incorporating the straw into the ground shall be accomplished with 
the use of crimping device that produces horizontally oriented indentation.  Straw mulch shall be 
incorporated into the soil to a minimum depth of 2O (50 mm).  The crimping device shall be approved 
by the Engineer. 
  

2. Tracking Method.  This method may be used on all sites mulched with straw and shall involve the 
use of steel-cleat track-type equipment driving up and down the slopes producing horizontally 
oriented indentations with the cleats.  Cleats shall be capable of incorporating the straw mulch into 
the soil to a minimum depth of 12O (40 mm).  The equipment used and the method of tracking shall 
be approved by the Engineer. 

735.04  Method of Measurement.   The quantity of mulching will be measured in square yards (square 
meters) of actual surface mulched along the surface of the treated area.   

735.05  Basis of Payment.  The quantity of  mulching will be paid for at the Contract unit price per square 
yard (square meter).  Price and payment will constitute full compensation for furnishing and placing all 
materials; for all methods of securement; and for all labor, equipment, tools, and incidentals required to 
complete the work. 

 


