
SECTIONS 728 through 731 S RESERVED 

LANDSCAPING AND EROSION CONTROL 

SECTION 732 TOPSOIL 

732.01  Description.  This work consists of furnishing and placing topsoil for planting. 

732.02  Materials.   Topsoil shall be original surface friable loam topsoil of uniform quality and free from heavy 
clay, frozen clods, lumps, plants, roots, sticks, and foreign materials harmful to plant growth, such as 
fragments of hot-mix, concrete pavement, and surface treatment. 

Topsoil shall be reasonably free of noxious perennial weeds or wood vegetation and completely void of 
Johnsongrass (Sorghum halapense) as determined through prior inspection by an authorized representative 
of the Department. 

Topsoil shall have an acidity range of pH 6.0 to pH 7.5, and, if necessary, lime shall be applied, as directed 
by the Engineer, and incorporated with the furnished topsoil. 

Topsoil shall contain not less than 2% nor more than 30% organic matter as determined in accordance with 
AASHTO T 194. 

The method of testing topsoil shall be in accordance with the requirements of AASHTO T 88, Modified; 
AASHTO T 89, Method B; and AASHTO T 90; and shall meet the following gradation requirements: 

Gradation Requirements 
Minimum Percent Passing  

Sieve Size  by Weight  
    

2O (50 mm)  100 
No. 4 (4.75 mm) 90 

No. 10 (2.00 mm)  80 

  

  
Minimum 
Percent 

Maximum 
Percent 

Passing No. 10 (2.00 mm) and retained on No. 200 (75 ìm) sieve 
Sand  15 65 

Passing No. 200 (75 ìm) sieve 
Silt 10 60 
Clay  5 40 

Topsoil shall not be delivered until samples have been approved by the Engineer. 

732.03  Areas From Which Obtained.  Topsoil shall be secured from areas from which topsoil has not been 
previously removed either by erosion or mechanical methods, and it shall not be removed to a depth in 
excess of the depth approved. 



The area or areas from which topsoil is secured shall possess such uniformity of material depth, color, 
texture, drainage, and other characteristics as to offer assurance that when removed in commercial 
quantities, the product is homogeneous in nature and conforms to the requirements of this Section. 

CONSTRUCTION METHODS. 

732.04  Clearing the Area.  All areas from which topsoil is to be secured shall be cleaned of all brush, sticks, 
weeds, stones, bricks, ashes, and other refuse which may hinder or prevent growth. 

732.05  Approval of Materials.   In securing topsoil from an approved source, should strata or seams of 
materials be encountered which do not qualify as topsoil, such materials shall be removed from the topsoil or, 
if required, the source shall be abandoned. 

732.06  Placing.  Before placing or depositing topsoil upon any section as shown on the Plans, the 
foundation upon which the topsoil is to be placed shall be approved. 

Topsoil shall be spread on these areas to a depth sufficiently greater than that specified on the Plans, so that 
after natural settlement has taken place the work shall conform to the elevations on the Plans. 

732.07  Maintaining the Topsoil.  The Contractor shall maintain the topsoil until final completion and 
acceptance of the Contract.  Maintenance shall consist of preserving, protecting, replacing, and such other 
work as may be necessary to keep the topsoil in a satisfactory condition.  

732.08  Final Cleaning.  Upon the completion of this work, final cleaning shall be done within the limits of the 
Project and shall consist of completely cleaning the Project of excess material, sweeping pavements and 
structures of dirt and rubbish, and removing of any unused material which may mar the appearance of the 
Project. 

732.09  Method of Measurement.   The quantity of topsoil will be measured as the number of square yards 
(square meters) of topsoil furnished, placed, and accepted only in the areas shown on the Plans or where 
directed.  Measurements will be made along the surfaces of the completed topsoiled areas. 

732.10  Basis of Payment.  The quantity of topsoil will be paid for at the Contract unit price per square yard 
(square meter).  Price and payment will constitute full compensation for preparing the grade; for furnishing, 
hauling, and placing all materials, including necessary quantities of lime; for maintaining topsoil; and for all 
labor, equipment, tools, and incidentals required to complete the work. 

 


